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1. The Ideals of Indian Art.

2. Convinced as | am that the learning of the orientalist, however
profound and scientific it may be, is often most misleading in
aesthetic criticism, it has always been my first endeavour, in the
interpretation of Indian ideal, to obtain a direct insight into the artist’s
meaning, without relying on modern archaeological conclusions and
without searching for the clue which may be found in Indian
literature,— Introduction.

3. Hitherto archaeological excavations in India have been little more
than a scratching of the superficial layers. When the sandy deserts of
Rajputana and the lower starta of the alluvial deposits of the Indus and
the Ganges, and other sacred rivers, are explored as scientifically and
systematically as the sand of Egypt and the soil of Crete we may learn
a great deal more of the indigenous Indian Art which preceded the

Asokan period,— P. 18.

4. But the visions of the Vedic seers only materialised to the
wonderful sculpture and painting of the great period of Indian Art,
before the Mahomedan invasion,— that is from the fourth of to the

tenth centuries A. D,— when Vedic literature was first committed to
writing.— P. 11.
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5. The spirituality of the Vedic age was gradually obscured for a time
at least by the complicated ritualism of Brahmana Priesthood, and it
was the teaching of Buddha which gave the next great impulse to the
development of Indian art widening the intellectual outlook and
correlating the abstract ideas and spiritual vision of the Vedic age with
human conduct and the realities of life,— P. 13
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